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Only mathematics can make me see clearly – 

Not obvious, but a picture starts to emerge, 

Perfect order and desire for scientific knowledge – 

“Math is what, if everything else disappeared, would still be there.” 

 

When counting steps on the walk to the sea, 

My eyes scan cross-cutting fragments of diagonals; 

Symbols came alive – writhed, then leapt from the page 

Open to see the stars beyond the milky way. 

 

A low plainsong in clear translational symmetry, 

An opening where light will come to touch –  

Emptiness divided by emptiness multiplied 

Seeing music as geometry – 

 

It took us a long time to discover the number zero!  

 

This CENTO was assembled by JoAnne Growney, japoet@msn.com. 
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